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his Presence. He answered me, that the English had not good Manners
enough to be admitted into the Presence of so great a King, and therefore
I ought not to expect to appear before him, and for fear I should have made
Application to some other Court Favourite to introduce me, about two
or three Days aftei oui Confabulation, I heard that there was a Pro-
clamation published, all over the City, that no Foreigner should dare
to approach within such a Distance of the King's Palace, under very
severe Penalties

About a Week aftci I had a Summons to appear before a Tribunal, to
answei to an Indictment of speaking Treason of the King. I knew my self
innocent, and appealed at the Time appointed, which was about Eight in
the Morning. The Court was held in a laige, square, oblong Hall, open
on all Sides. About Nine the Judge came with some Thousands of Attend-
ants, and, as he passed by me to take his Place, he viewed me very
narrowly, as I did him with much Attention. He was a Man of a middle
Stature, about 50 Yeais of Age, of a pleasant, but grave Countenance,
and had a quick spaiklmg Eye. He spoke to my Interpreter, to bid me
have a Care of my Tongue, lest I should prejudice myself in answering
to intricate Questions. I thanked him for his Admonition, and told him,
A Word to the Wise was sufficient.

Having placed himself, he ordered my Indictment to be read, which
was accordingly done, and in about half an Hour's Time it was ended.
He askt rne by my Interpreter, if I understood what was libelled against
me. I answered, No. He then bade the Interpreter inform me of the
Meaning of each particular Paragraph, as they were read a second Time
with Deliberation, and, having heard my Impeachment, which was
grounded only on my saying. That the King had been imposed upon, I thought
fit to deny all, and put my Adversary Ota Sennet at to prove that I had
said so; but, by the by, I found, that saying the King of Siam was capable
of being imposed on, is rank Treason.

The Judge chose out of the Assembly two Procurators for each of us,
and there were no small Debates for three or four Hours, Whether or not
a Stranger, who was ignorant of the Laws of Siam, could come under the Penalty
annext to the Transgression of their Laws, when they wen broken through Ignorance,
and not with Design:, but my Antagonist at last carried it in the Affirmative,
tho' the Judge seemed to incline towards the Opinions of my Advocates.

Then the Judge put Oia Sennerat to prove what I was accused of, and lie
produced two of his own Servants, who stood at some Distance when we
were discoursing of my Affairs; but my Advocates challenged the Laws
of Siam for their Insufficiency, for that Law admits not of a Servant's